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             Involved in crime against humanity 
culprits   should    be  brought to justice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigative  Eyes on the Forest 

December 2015 
 

Eyes on the Forest (EoF) is a coalition of environmental NGOs in Riau, Sumatra: 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ά²ŀƭƘƛέ wƛŀǳ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ WƛƪŀƭŀƘŀǊƛ Ϧwƛŀǳ CƻǊŜǎǘ wŜǎŎǳŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪϦ ŀƴŘ ²²C-Indonesia, Riau Program. 

EoF monitors the status of the remaining natural forests in Sumatra's Province of Riau and 

disseminates the information worldwide. 

For more news on Eyes on the Forest, go to: http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id  

For photos and maps, go to: http://maps.eyesontheforest.or.id   Email: editor(at)eyesontheforest.or.id  

 

      Cover photo: Concession of PT. Sumatera Riang Lestari Blok Kerumutan (VI), an APRIL supplier, burnt by fires. Peat depth is over 3 meters  

       and peat drainage cause worsening drought. When it is burnt, it is difficult to put it off and short of  water is a consequence too.   
     Photo      taken on    location of   S0°25'5.67" E102°48'14.10"  Photo by EoF 11 October 2015.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

Ground checking in 37 locations detected by fire hotspots along 2015. 

Investigation in  July -November 2015.    Forest burners drive climate change 

 

http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id/
http://maps.eyesontheforest.or.id/
mailto:eof@eyesontheforest.or.id
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Involved in humanity crime, culprits   

should be brought to justice  

Ground checking in 37 locations (32 concessions) detected by 

fire hotspots along 2015. Investigation in July -November 2015.  

Forest burners drive climate change  

 
Cover photo 2: Peatland deforested, acacia plantation burned inside concession of  PT Arara 

Abadi (a timber supplier for APP), in Siak distric. Police investigate the burning where 
around 100 hectares are raged by fires. Location of photo  N0°55'21.91" E102°11'6.54". 

Photo by 14 Oktober 2015 oleh Eyes on the Forest 2015. 

 

 



 

3 
 

 

Eyes on the Forest  coalition  in July  ɀ November 2015 conducted field 

investigation to check fire hotspots as detected by NASA Modis Firms 

satellite in period of July ɀ October 2015. This ground checking is 

intended to observe latest condition following forest and land fires in 

Riau which is altogether with o ther provinces called as a crime against 

humanity .i The groundtruthing of fires hotspots by EoF particularly that 

is located in concession of timber plantation license ( IUPHHK HT) and 

palm oil plantation  that detected have significant hotspot within the 

four months.  

 

Based on field investigation, EoF reckon that forest and land burning as well as ignoring 

fires occurrence likely need further thorough investigation by law enforcers as there are 

several motives behind the burnings.  The ground checking cover estimated 10,647 

hectares of forest and land burned in 38 locations (another one excluded in this report). 

The estimation of covered areas based on visual observation by the investigators and 

overlayed with GIS database which require verification for more accurate measurement.   

From the findings, peatlands dominate the burnt areas by 71 percent in July-October in 
Riau province, the rest is mineral soil.  
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Map. Fire hotspots in peatlands during July-October 2015 in Riau that dominated in timber 
plantation concessions (HTI).  
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Timber plantation concessions (pulpwood suppliers)  

1. CV Putri Lindung Bulan,  in  Pelalawan, affiliated to APRIL. Hotspots in July-October: 7. 

Findings: 20 hectares of acacia trees burnt in Aug ς Sep. . 

 

Photo 1. Acacia trees, 5-6 years of age, are burnt down with size of 20 hectares.   PT. Putri Lindung Bulan.  
Is APRIL supplier. Location: S0°18'29.19" E101°54'14.40". Photo 15 October 2015. Eyes on the Forest 2015. 
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2. KUD Bina Jaya Langgam.  Lokasi:  Pelalawan. Afiliated to  APRIL. Peat depth 2-4 

meter. Hotspot  18. Burnt area: 100 hektar. Under police investigation. 

 

Photo 2. Location in N0°4'58.28" E101°52'5.30. Photo by EoF 9 October 2015. Eyes on the Forest 2015. 

 

3. PT. Arara Abadi ς Distrik Duri (Gelombang & Rasau Kuning Resort); Location Siak. 

Affiliated to APP / Sinar Mas. Peat depth over 4 meter. Hotspots i 30.  Burnt area 52 hectares in  
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September.  

 
Photo 3. Two hectares of acacia plantation burnt inside concession of PT. Arara Abadi Sektor Duri, 
Location N0°45'57.51" E101°38'18.74". Photo  EoF  6 October 2015. Eyes on the Forest 2015. 

 

4. PT. Arara Abadi ς Distrik Minas (Rasau Kuning Resort);  Lokasi Siak. Affiliated to  

APP. Peat depth 2-4 meter. Hotspots  23. Burnt area 200 hectares in  September . Under police 

line, investigated by police. .  
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Photo 4. Police put caution board says the burnt area under investigation by police. It is PT. Arara Abadi 
(Minas) of APP/Sinar Mas with 200 hectares raged by fires. Location N0°42'41.74"  E101°14'16.86". Photo  
17 October 2015. Eyes on the Forest 2015. 
 

 

 

5. PT. Arara Abadi ς Distrik Nilo   Location Pelalawan. Afiliated to  APP. Peat depth 2-4 

m . Hotspots 44. Size of burnt area: 50 hectares in September .  
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Photo 5. Burning inside conservation area of PT. Arara Abadi distrik Sei Nilo. Burnt area  50 hectares. 
Location:  S0°0'37.92" E101°56'30.06". Photo EoF  10 October 2015. Eyes on the Forest 2015. 

 
 

6. PT. Arara Abadi ς Distrik Pelalawan - Malako (Malako Resort)  Location 

Pelalawan . Affiliated to APP.        Peat depth  : 2-4 m.     Hotpsots  13.              Burnt area:  200 

hectares in September .         

 

Photo 6. Excavator is clearing land where  acacia burnt down inside concession of PT Arara Abadi 

(Melako), APP timber supplier. Location: t N0°12'46.69" E102°14'49.64". Photo  13 October 2015. Eyes on 

the Forest 2015 

 

7. PT. Arara Abadi - Pulau Muda ς Merawang  Location: Pelalawan; Afiliated to  

APP.     Peat depth over 4 m.     Hotpsot 25.      Burnt area: 50 hectares in August  ς September 

2015.     

8. PT. Arara Abadi - Siak - Berbari (Pusaka & Berbari Resort); )  location   Siak.  

Afiliated to  APP .     Peat depth over 4 m.     Hotspot  23.              Burnt area  100 hectares in 

August .    Police line 
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9. PT. Artelindo Wiratama ς location Indragiri Hulu       Afiliated formerly APP (by 2011).        

Mineral soil. Hotspots  53.   Burnt area 500 hectares in July - October.    With police line, under 

police investigation. Burnt area 500 hectares in July-October. 

Photo 7. Poilce line as the burnt area under police investigation in PT. Artelindo Wiratama, formerly APP 

supplier by 2011. Location S 0°44'40.73" E 101°53'25.55". EoF photo  11 October 2015.  Eyes on the Forest 

2015. 

 

10. PT. Bina Duta Laksana ς Location Indragiri Hilir. Afiliated APP / Sinar Mas.    Peat 

depth over  4 meter .     Hotspots 59 .     Burnt area: 350 hectares in July .    Legal process: 

investigated by police.   
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Photo 8. Shrubs burned with 300 hectares in concession of PT. Bina Duta Laksana, an APP supplier. 

Burnt in July-August 2015. Location  S0°9'42.92" E103°2'4.09". Photo Eyes on the Forest,  9 October 

2015. 

11. PT. Bukit Batabuh Sei. Indah ς Location Indragiri Hulu     Affiliated to  APRIL       

on mineral soil. Hotspots : 16.      Burnt area:  55 hectares in August       

 


