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5 November  2015  

 

Continuing f ires in SMG / APP concessions p ut t heir w ood supply , p eatland 

sustainability in q uestion  

 

EoF News (PEKANBARU) ðFires in Indonesia continues unabated.  An early estimate by 

the Indonesian government of the haze crisis cost this year was as high as 465 trillion rupiah 

(US$34 billion).  The total size of burned forest/land this year is estimated by LAPAN 

( I ndonesian National Institute of Aeronautics  and Space )  reached 2  million  hectares 

throughout the country , with Kalimantan and Sumatra being the most affected .  

 

Global Fire Emissions Database (GFED) published its early estimate on 28 October  tha t 

emissions from Indonesian fires this year already passed 1.5 billion tons CO 2 equivalent, 

more than German or Japanese fossil fuel CO 2 emissions for 2013 (Figure 1)  and many days 

in the past 2 months the fire emissions exceeded daily CO 2 emissions of the United States.   

 

Figure 1.  Fire emissions from Indonesia 1997 ï 2015 by Global Fire Emissions Database 

(GFED), taken from 28 October 2015 updates by GFED . 

 

 

Eyes on the Forest  reported on 14 October  that Sinar Mas Group/Asia Pulp & Paper 

(SMG/APP) is the corporate group with the highest number of hotspots this year: 39% of all 

high confidence hotspots in Sumatra and 53% of all high confidence hotspots on Sumatraôs 

http://www.globalfiredata.org/updates.html
http://www.globalfiredata.org/updates.html
http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id/attach/EoF%20News%20%2814Oct15%29%20NGOs%20call%20on%20APP%20RGE%20to%20start%20restoring%20peat_20151014191001.pdf
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peat.  Three of the SMG/APP  suppliers in South Sumatra , PT. Bumi Andalas Permai , PT. Bumi 

Mekar Hijau  and  PT. Sebangun Bumi Andalas Wood Industries , received ñPreventative 

Measures Noticesò from Singaporeôs National Environmental Agency (NEA) for possible 

transgressi on of the Transboundary Haze Pollution Act . They  have five concession blocks 

totaling around 531 ,000 ha  which are supposed to be wood suppliers for SMG/APPôs new OKI 

pulp mill (Map 1).  

 

Map 1.  Location of five concession blocks which had significant number of fire hotspots this 

year.   

 

 

Landsat images show fire flames raging through PT. Bumi Andalas Permai  and  PT. Sebangun 

Bumi Andalas Wood Industries  concessions  (Figure 2 ) .  

 

Figure 2 . Flames and smoke from the fires in SMG/APPôs two suppliersô concessions visible 

on Landsat 8 images  between 23 September and 25 October . 

 

 

Landsat images over the past two months up to 2 November show that significant portion of 

the five concession blocks was bur ned, visible as dark pink/purple areas (Figure 3 and 4). 

Some  of the areas  burned were originally acacia plantations , visible as light to dark green 

http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/nea-asks-a-6th-company-pt-bumi-andalas-permai-to-take-measures-to-mitigate
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/nea-issues-notice-to/2160760.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/nea-issues-notice-to/2160760.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/nea-sends-notice-to-4/2149996.html
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with grids of peat canals . Intense fire flames and many high confidence fire hotspots in the 

area up to now  seem to suggest that some of the acacia trees were burned. Due to smoke 

and cloud cover in the Landsat image on 1 and 2 Novem ber, it is difficult to estimate the 

actual  size of area burned  and the actual damage to APPôs plantations, but the damage could 

be significant.   

 

One obvious question we should all ask is whether APP would still have sufficient wood supply 

for not only the new OKI mill, but also two other pulp mills, Indah Kiat Pulp & Paper in Riau 

Province and Lontar Papyrus in Jambi Province.  On 3 November, the Wall Street Journal 

quoted APP  as saying that it expects its pulp production to be hurt by a shortage of pulpwood 

supply.  What would be the i mpact on its Forest Conservation Policy implementation?  

 

NGOs keep questioning  whether it is a sustainable and responsible business to keep these  

peat  areas as plantations . On 21 October, Wetlands International recommended  Indonesia to 

block existing drainage canals and phase -out drainage -based plantations on these naturally 

wet ecosy stems.  

 

Considering that fires reoccur on peatland each year , EoF  calls for a stop of peatland clearing 

and draining. Already developed peatlands need to be r estor ed or switched from plantation 

of drainage requiring species like acacia and oil palm to use of endemic species which  allow 

rewetting. We appeal to the President Jokowi to  use the momentum of the upcoming United 

Nations Climate Change Conference COP 21 in Paris to declare concrete steps to that effect, 

and solve this problem once and for all.  

 

Figure 3 .  Landsat 7 and 8 images between 6 September and 2 November 2015 show acacia 

plantations (light to dark green with grids of peat canals), fires (bright pink and yellow) and 

smoke, exposed soil (different shades of pink), some of which are after bu rning (dark 

pink/purple) in concession blocks of PT. Bumi Andalas Permai and PT. Bumi Mekar Hijau . 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/businesses-take-heat-from-haze-in-indonesia-1446554641
http://www.wsj.com/articles/businesses-take-heat-from-haze-in-indonesia-1446554641
http://www.wetlands.org/News/tabid/66/ID/4280/Press-release-Wetlands-International-calls-for-National-Peatland-Strategy-in-Indonesia-to-curb-haze-disaster.aspx

