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10 July 2013 
 
Checking fires on the ground – photos published in EoF’s online database 
 
EoF News (PEKANBARU)—Eyes  on  the  Forest  today  published  photos  from  field  
verification trips on 17, 27 and 28 June 2013 in its Google Earth based online Sumatra 
database. NASA’s FIRMS MODIS fire locations data recorded 9,236 hotspots in Sumatra 
between 1 and 28 June. 89% were recorded in Riau province (8,229). Majority of the 
hotspots were recorded on peat soil, suggesting massive carbon emissions (see our 
previous news here). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 1.—Locations  of  photos  from  field  investigations  between  17  and  28  June  2013,  
NASA’s FIRMS MODIS fire locations between 1 and 28 June, pulpwood concessions and 
peat soil in Riau province, Sumatra. For detailed views, visit our Sumatra online map. 
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1. APRIL supplier PT Sumatera Riang Lestari, Pulau Rupat 
 
Historical Landsat images for the area where EoF visited showed large-scale natural forest 
clearance for pulp production from the north and smaller scale messy clearance from the 
south, meeting just around the three photo locations (Map 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 2.—Historical loss of natural forest in and around PT Sumatera Riang Lestari 
concession.  These  Landsat  images  show  natural  forest  in  dark  green  and  exposed  soil  
after forest clearance in different shades of pink.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 1.—Burnt and blackened timber and trunks and smoke billowing in PT Sumatera 
Riang Lestari concession in Pulau Rupat. There is land conflict between the company and 
local communities in this area and natural forest in this and the surrounding area had 
been  lost  by  the  beginning  of  2012  (Map  2).  Photo  taken  by  Eyes  on  the  Forest  at  
N1°47'10.44" E101°37'2.75" on 17 June 2013. 
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Photo 2.—Land clearing by an excavator of PT Sumatera Riang Lestari, Rupat island, 
while  smoke due to fires appears near the remaining forest  trees.  Natural  forest  in this  
area had been cleared by mid 2012. Photo taken by Eyes on the Forest at N1°47'44.10" 
E101°37'27.58" on 17 June 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 3.—Land clearing by an excavator of the company, collecting cleared forest trees. 
Large area which lost natural forest for plantation development by mid 2012 (Map 2) is 
visible in the background in some smoke, with some ramin trees left standing. Photo 
taken by Eyes on the Forest at N1°47'44.24" E101°37'27.56" on 17 June 2013. 
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2. APRIL supplier PT Rimba Peranap Indah, Tesso Nilo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 4.—Acacia plantation was harvested here between March and June 2013 in this 
area  according  to  Landsat  images.  The  fires  occurred  in  tight  security  control  by  the  
concession, an APRIL supplier. Photo taken by Eyes on the Forest at S0°21'47.60" 
E101°59'25.64" on 27 June 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 5.—Acacia plantation was harvested here between March and June 2013 up to the 
edge of this “saved” natural forest. The fires occurred in tight security control by the 
concession, an APRIL supplier. Note that the forest was not burnt, except a few trees. 
Photo taken by Eyes on the Forest at S0°21'47.13" E101°59'25.24" on 27 June 2013.  
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3. APRIL supplier PT Riau Andalan Pulp & Paper Baserah Sector, Tesso Nilo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 6.—Fire  scar  in  concession  of  PT  RAPP  Baserah  sector  in  the  edge  of  “corridor”  
logging  road  established  by  APRIL.  Photo  taken  by  Eyes  on  the  Forest  at S0°7'41.05" 
E101°34'26.68" on 27 June 2013. 
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Photo 7.—Fire scar along a road through acacia plantation in PT Riau Andalan Pulp & 
Paper (RAPP) Baserah sector concession, some acacia trees were burnt. Interestingly, 
there  is  no  FIRMS  MODIS  hotspot  around  this  area  as  it  is  relatively  small  but  some  
hotspots  detected  in  this  concession  as  analyzed  by  EoF.  Photo  taken  by  Eyes  on  the  
Forest at N0°1'40.93" E101°31'7.49" on 27 June 2013. 
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4. APP supplier PT Arara Abadi - Beringin, Senepis  
 
Landsat  images  of  24  May  and  25  June  suggest  some vegetation  was  
cleared in the area where the two photos were taken. The concession is 
located  on  very  deep  peat  of  more  than  4  meteres  depth.  NASA  
recorded 147 hotspots in this concession between 1 and 28 June. 
Landsat image of 25 June 2013 show smoke developing in the area very 
clearly (Map 3).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 8 & 9.—Thick smoke billowed while the fire was still burning the remaining vegetation and peat soil in PT Arara Abadi - 
Beringin. Photos taken by Eyes on the Forest at (left) N1°31'16.04" E101°12'38.14" and (right) N1°31'16.63" E101°12'37.95" on 
27 June 2013.  
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5. APP supplier PT Ruas Utama 
Jaya, Senepis  

 
NASA recorded 140 hotspots in this 
concession between 1 and 28 June. 
Landsat image of 25 June and 3 
July show thick smoke above this 
concession and exposed soil which 
we see on the photos, respectively.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 10.—Fire in PT RUJ, peat soil was burning. Natural forest is also raged by 
fires. Photo taken by Eyes on the Forest at N1°49'49.37" E101°6'8.50" on 27 June 
2013.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 11.—Area inside an yellow tape signed by The Forest Trust on 23 May was 
raged by fire in PT RUJ in Senepis block. Natural forest inside the concession is also 

Map 4 

Map 4 



8 
 

raged by fires. Photo taken by Eyes on the Forest at N1°49'56.56" E101°6'5.18" on 
27 June 2013. 
 
6. APP supplier PT Balai Kayang Mandiri, Giam Siak Kecil  
 
NASA recorded 32 hotspots in this concession inside the UNESCO Giam Siak Kecil-
Bukit Batu Man and Biosphere Reserve between 1 and 28 June. The area EoF 
investigated has lost natural forest by February 2013. The photos show young acacia 
trees, some of them burnt.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 12.—PT Balai Kayang Mandiri concession, APP supplier in Giam Siak Kecil, cut 
trees and some young acacia were burnt. Old acacia plantation is visible in the 
background, in smoke. It is the area which is rather inaccessible by outsiders. Photo 
taken by Eyes on the Forest at N0°59’43.14” E101°54’58.89” on 28 June 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 13.—Peat canal in PT Balai Kayang Mandiri concession, young acacia and 
peat soil was burnt. A few ramin stands and acacia plantation are visible in smoke. 
Photo by Eyes on the Forest at N 0°59’36.57” E101°54’20.49” on 28 June 2013. 
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Photo 14.—Burnt battresses of forest giants and young acacia plants. Photo taken 
by Eyes on the Forest at N0°59’36.57” E101°54’20.52” on 28 June 2013. 
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